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Opioid medications, such as oxycodone and hydrocodone, are commonly prescribed for the treatment of pain. The popularity of opioid medication rose in the nineties, the drug being majorly used in the treatment of cancer or surgery pain reduction. However, extensive use was experienced in later decades, as the drug became extensively prescribed by physicians to treat conditions such as back pain despite effectiveness and safety considerations. For decades, opioids have been used in different forms, for instance, heroin being the most widely abused illegal opioid. Opioid supply soared in the United States in the mid-2010s, retail-level price dropping by a third compared to the eighties. Recently, individuals have turned to synthetic forms, thus escalating the opioid crisis as these variations are more potent (Claire, 2021). Supply has been revolutionized through the pharmaceutical department but abused widely by the population, thus a negative societal impact.
Devastating effects are experienced by the rising opioid pandemic, like other public issues such as the increased risk of HIV infection brought by sharing needles. Opioid use is extensive due to the black market supply, justified by medical intervention and legal reasons for the drug existence in the pharmaceutical department, hence access to numerous individuals and numerous effects altogether. Different groups are affected differently, such as pregnant women passing opium dependency to children, affecting their health. Opium has also led to the addiction of numerous individuals across diverse ages, being a social issue. Addiction is an issue, has led to rising cases of overdosing among individuals, hence serious health problems and death as a concern too, with an increased number of deaths. Not only are health problems the issues encompassed by the opioid crisis, as the economy also faces the impacts. Among the ways in which the economy is affected is by reducing the labor force due to reduced participation. Majorly, the opioid crisis is harmful to numerous departments since the distribution is done legally through hideous means under the pharmaceutical justification of use.
Vancouver's move for safe drug use is strategical to reduce drug abuse rates hence proposing. The free drug program may serve effectively in reducing harm in several ways. One is the access to tested, safe and free drugs among individuals, thus reducing their risk of exposure to hazardous substances. The free drugs are a guarantee of purity, therefore taking into health considerations of the population. Another reason behind the effectiveness is the measured, controlled use of the drugs. With the drugs being free, most individuals come out to receive. These individuals may be addicts. Thus the drugs being received in measured dosages may reduce instances of death due to overdose, the major problem experienced from the opioid crisis. 
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